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This is a REAL U.S. Passport

Because of International Conventions almost all passports are 
constructed similarly – with the same requirements for 
elements and information.

U.S. Passports are the most commonly faked by scammers.

Look carefully! What do you see?
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Passport Photo
A passport photo must follow
international standards
• Face to the front
• Full face
• Show ear
• Size of head
• Proportions In photo
• Light plain or transparent

Background
• No complex background
• Logo/Graphics overlap
• No border
• Rectangular shape
• Might be second photo on

some countries passports
• Perfectly in focus

• Fake Passport 
Recognition Course

SCARS © Society of Citizens Against Relationship Scams Inc. 
www.AgainstScams.org www.RomanceScamsNOW.com www.Anyscam.com www.ScamVictimSupport.org

Slide: 3

http://www.againstscams.org/
http://www.romancescamsnow.com/
http://www.anyscam.com/
http://www.scamvictimsupport.org/


Passport Signature
Passports allow free-form signatures

• Signature in blue or black ink
• A real signature not printed text
• May be on main page or on facing page
• May be any size
• Should match the name printed on the passport

since both are the legal 
name of the passport holder

• Unaltered – blackground clearly showing under
the signature
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Passport Text
Passports have pre-printed and typed
printed text (holder’s information)
• Pre-printed text can be any color – typically consistent 

with the passport coloration
• Printed personal information shoup always be black 

ink
• All printed text should be the same font – shape and

size
• Main information should be printed fully aligned –

like in example
• Printed text is designed to be read by scanners so 

must be clear sans serif type font
• Passport number may be different size
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Passport Language

Passports will have their language in English 
and the language of the country of origin
• All of the data and fields will be in Roman Type Face 

for international travel passports
• Some countries have internal passports in their native

language
• Will be native language first in pre-printed text and 

then English
• U.S. Passports show English, French, and Spanish pre-

printed text
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Passport Bottom Text
Passports have machine readable data at the bottom
• Uses distinctive machine readable font
• Two rows – one for name, one for passport number
• Strictly roman characters - Ñ would be N, Ü would be U
• Name must match text above
• Passport number must match

number above
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Passport 
Example
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This is real?



Passport 
Example

Slide: 9

This is fake

What is different?



Passport 
Example
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Is this fake?



Passport 
Example
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Is this fake?

Why?



Review



Review



U.S. Visa

Same basic rules apply to 
U.S. Visas

• Photos
• Printed Text
• Alignment
• Matching information
• Machine readable text
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Got it?
Recognizing Fake Passports In Photos Shared By Scammers
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